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* Background: It is estimated that European waters contain several
million tons of toxic, persistent, dumped conventional munitions
and thousands of tons of chemical munitions. They endanger
marine ecosystems and are of national security concern. But they
are also a risk for shipping, fishing, offshore energy, and tourism -
and thus the sustainable blue economy.

* Across Europe, national and EU-funded research & governmental
projects are working on this topic. They cover:

« Technologies for a more efficient munition detection
» Approaches for risk assessment North and Bolic 502 ot can e founcrin aloos Basma, " €
* Implementation of decision support methods and frameworks e T i : 1
* International cooperation and knowledge transfer/exchange ' 4
* Remediation technology development and testing in the field

* The most pressing questions are:

*  Where should we prioritise to remediate? :

* How should we remediate? ot i ser e o th s durng

* How does this impact the sustainable blue economy?

* How do we include dumped munitions in Environmental Impact
Assessments (ElAs)?

* Multiple EU-funded projects collaborate on:

+ Joint cruises, sharing ship time, technological assets and results.

* Set up inter-project working groups, shared online platforms and
jointly run social media channels

* Organise joint stakeholder activities such as surveys and
workshops.

* Outcome: The projects will boost cooperation and optimise
technologies and methods to tackle submerged munitions in
European sea basins in the most environmentally friendly,
efficient way. The insights will contribute to the forthcoming
EU UXO Strategy to remove unexploded ordnances from
European waters, which was announced by the European
Commission as part of the European Ocean Pact actions to
ensure safe and secure seas and enable a sustainable blue
economy.

Researchers from the projects at the Kiel Munition Clearance Week, 2025.
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